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SPORTS
Who Forgot to Turn Off the NFL?
As Football Booms, Once-Sleepy Training Camps Become Stages for Grudges, Boasts, PR Stunts and Psychodramas

This summer, Dick Vermeil,
the former longtime NFL coach,
is asking a version of the same
question many fans are asking
about football•s leading person-
alities: Can we lock them in an
airtight bubble?

•Sometimes in your effort to
make the team better, you bring
in players who bring a lot of at-
tention to themselves,Ž Mr. Ver-
meil said last week. •These dis-
tractions are an irritation.Ž

Maybe it•s the NFL•s swelling
popularity, the changing conven-
tions that govern celebrity be-
havior or the way sports media
have metastasized. But even be-
fore training camps got under
way, the NFL•s summer land-
scape has become increasingly
loony.

In Cincinnati, camera-hogging
wide receiver Terrell Owens has
joined forces with the indefatiga-
ble media magnet Chad
Ochocinco in a landmark team-
chemistry experiment (Hot Sum-
mer Couples!). In Washington,
defensive tackle Albert Haynes-
worth, who skipped the team•s
offseason-conditioning program,
has so far failed to pass the Red-
skins• fitness test (Meet Fat Al-
bert!). And in New England, all-
everything quarterback Tom
Brady, who•s in the final year of
a six-year contract, hasn•t yet
committed to staying with the
Patriots and his longtime coach,
Bill Belichick (Will Tom Walk Out
on Bill?).

In other news, Dallas rookie
wide receiver Dez Bryant doesn•t
want to carry his veteran Cow-
boys teammate Roy Williams•s
pads, as is the custom, while Bal-
timore Ravens safety Ed Reed
has grumbled about his inability
to promptly obtain game film
from the team. Minnesota Vi-
kings quarterback Brett Favre is
still weighing retirement (for the
third year in a row); the Tennes-

see Titans are suing USC and the
school•s new coach, Lane Kiffin,
after Mr. Kiffin hired away one of
the team•s coaches; Pittsburgh
Steelers quarterback Ben Roeth-
lisberger is back in camp before
serving a multigame league-is-
sued suspension after an inci-
dent at a Georgia nightclub; and
coach Rex Ryan of the New York
Jets has set a new mark for chest
beating by declaring in a TV
promo that •the buzzŽ is that the
Jets are •the team to beat.Ž

Some of this is the league•s
growing stature among fans. Ac-
cording to Harris Interactive, the
portion of American adults who
say pro football is their favorite
sport has risen to 35% in 2009, a
46% increase since 1985. Over
the past decade, average regular-
season TV ratings for NFL games
increased 3.7%, while three
other major U.S. professional
sports leagues have seen an av-
erage 35% decrease in ratings.

The appetite for all things
NFL was apparent Friday in
Westminster, Md., when 11,506
attended the Ravens• first full-
squad practice, the largest turn-
out for a nonscrimmage practice
in team history. When the big-
talking Jets arrived at their
camp site in Cortland, N.Y., on
Sunday, 1,500 fans lined the
street to welcome them.

•People are talking about the
league when there•s nothing go-
ing on,Ž says former Steeler Rod
Woodson, the Hall of Fame de-
fensive back who•s now an NFL
Network analyst.

By all accounts, football train-
ing camps, now only three
weeks, used to be a lot longer
and duller. •Compared to when I
came into the league, there is no
training camp,Ž Mr. Belichick
said recently. •When I came into
the league in 1975, we started
camp July 5 and our first regu-
lar-season game was Sept. 21. It
was forever; it was 2½ months.
So has training camp changed?

[The players] have no idea.Ž
These camps, and the story

lines surrounding them, were
also far more likely to induce
yawning. In 1990, the big news
from Vikings camp was how the
team planned to get running
back Herschel Walker more
touches. In the same year,
the headline from the
Chicago Bears was
that five players, in-
cluding the immortal
defensive back Vestee
Jackson, had missed
camp•s start. One day, a
San Francisco Chronicle
report from the 49ers
camp reported that phone
service in the players• dor-
mitory had been temporarily
disrupted.

Mr. Woodson, whose career
spanned 17 years and several
eras in the NFL, said there•s no
doubt that things have changed.
The athletes in the league now
are mouthier, he says, and are
less beholden to the idea that all
team business should be handled
in the locker room. •Today•s
players seem like they have an
agenda every time they speak to
the media,Ž he said.

Former NFL coach Jerry Glan-
ville said, though, that training
camps have always been crazy.
The only real difference is the
impression itself. •It•s just cov-
ered better,Ž he said. •Nothing
that•s going on hasn•t happened
before 100 times.Ž

Mr. Glanville recalled that the
Houston Oilers once had a condi-
tioning issue similar to the one
the Redskins are facing with Mr.
Haynesworth. The team required
each of its players to complete a
mile run in six minutes in order
to practice. But the team•s star
running back, Earl Campbell,
couldn•t do it. The team•s coach
at the time, Bum Phillips, came
up with a solution, Mr. Glanville
said: •If it•s 4th-and-a-mile, I
won•t give him the ball.Ž

( Catch all the latest sports news at WSJ.com/Sports and follow Jason Gay on Twitter at Twitter.com/WSJCouch.

Flip This Horse: Profits in Reselling Ponies
If playing the stock market

isn•t getting it done for you,
here•s a suggestion: Play the
horses.

No, not the ones at the
track„the ones at the auction.
Since 2006, horses that were
groomed specifically to be re-
sold have made their owners an
average profit of 31.1% in less
than a one-year turnaround, ac-
cording to numbers from Fasig-
Tipton Co., whose annual two-
day Saratoga thoroughbred
yearling sale ends Tuesday.

This percentage increase ac-
counts for the 150 •pinhookŽ
horses at the event„these are
the ones that were purchased
less than a year earlier by own-
ers that were aiming to develop
them over a short period of
time and then resell them at
auction. Buying these young
horses can be risky, but of the
150 in this sample, only 12.7%
were sold for less than they
were originally bought for.

Meanwhile, 36.6% were sold for at
least a $100,000 profit and a fur-
ther 14.7% earned at least
$250,000.

•This is the cream of the crop,Ž
says Lenny Shulman, an editor for
Blood-Horse magazine. He says
other horse sales may be losing
steam because of the economy, so

•this isn•t a harbinger of where the
market is as a whole.Ž

Perhaps the most famous
horse on this list is Da• Tara (pic-
tured), a 38/1 underdog. that won
the 2008 Belmont Stakes. Da• Tara
sold for a 75% profit but was only
$175,000„cheaper than 90 of the
other horses. „David Biderman

Tuesday•s Game Predictions,byAccuScore

PROJECTED FINAL SCORES FOR SELECTED GAMES*
MLB AL MLB NL
DET Tigers4.3 CHI Cubs6 LA Dodgers3.1
CHI White Sox4.2 MIL Brewers5.9 SD Padres3

WHO WILL WIN ON TUESDAY (probability by percentage)
MLB AL
CLE Indians33% TEX Rangers66% HOU Astros34%
at BOS Red Sox67% at SEA Mariners34% at STL Cardinals66%
LA Angels49% NY Mets51%
at BAL Orioles51% MLB NL at ATL Braves49%
MIN Twins51% CIN Reds58% SF Giants33%
at TB Rays53% at PIT Pirates42% at COL Rockies67%
*Scores are based on the average of 10,000 game simulations and rounded to one decimal point.

EVERY TEAM, EVERY SCORE, EVERY STAT at WSJ.com/Sports

Saratoga Sale
Here•s a look at the average original-
purchase price and average sales prices of
•pinhookŽ horses during the past four years
at the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga thoroughbred
yearling sale.

YEAR

AVERAGE
ORIGINAL
PURCHASE PRICE

AVERAGE
FASIG-TIPTON
SALE PRICE DIFF.

2006$194,067 $297,167 53.1%
2007$159,209 $191,395 20.2%
2008$174,211 $225,000 29.2%
2009$235,436 $287,885 22.3%

Source: Fasig-Tipton Co.
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Rickie Weeks of the Milwaukee Brewers18

Source:E-Poll Market Research

Decline in the
•appeal• score of
LeBron James in a
public survey
after his move to
the Miami Heat.
Mr. James•s
•insincere• score
rose by 14 points.
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